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Foreword 

In celebration of its 75th anniversary, the Institute of International Law at the 
Christian Albrecht University of Kiel held a symposium from May 17-20 con-
cerning the advantages and disadvantages of regionalism. Twenty-five eminent 
scholars and diplomats met in Kiel and bestowed their knowledge and experience 
to consider both sides of this topic. 

Whether the universality of internationallaw should be strengthened or whether 
the progressive development of internationallaw would benefit from its regional 
advancement has drawn the attention of international lawyers, especially in the 
20th century. The debate still takes place on various, different Ievels. There were 
and are, for example, internationallaw theory debates as to whether international 
law means a homogeneaus legal order which is universally applicable or, whether 
regional internationallaw has its own autonomaus validity. The latter view has 
been advanced by believers in the pluralism of social and economic systems 
(adopted by States and their different cultural and historical backgrounds) and 
its appropriate reflection in an international law system which gives room to 
regional developments. The opposing view, however, emphasizes that States 
constitute a legal community based upon universally accepted law. 

Wehave analyzed these views and taken into account the existing "antagonism" 
between the Universalist and the Regionalist camps. 

We have asked whether it is possible to strengthen UN functions with regard 
to peace-keeping, the protection of human rights, and economic co-operation by 
regionalizing the relevant international rules of universal applicability. 

We have posed the question of whether regionalism increases the efficiency 
of the United Nations. And, we have considered the degree of homogeneity 
required amongst the members of a region or group, so as to enable them to 
share common interests. Finally, we have pondered the relationship between 
international and regional norms. 

The entire process and the result of our findings are included within this 
volume, part of the publication series of this Institute. We thank once again the 
Stiftung Volkswagenwerk, the Ministerium für Bildung, Wissenschaft, Jugend 
und Kultur des Landes Schleswig-Holstein, the University of Kiel, the Dr. Otto-
Bagge-Gedächtnisstiftung, and the friends and promoters of the Institute, all of 
whom provided generous grants and without which the organization of the 
symposium and the publication of its proceedings would not have been possible. 

Rüdiger Wolfrum 
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Opening Address 

Rüdiger Wolfrum • 

Your Excellency, Herr Abgeordneter, Magnifizenz, Herr Minister, Spektabili-
täten, Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen: 

On behalf of the Institute of International Law at the University of Kiel, I 
want to extend a cordial welcome to all of you and to thank you for participating 
at this Celebration of the 75th Anniversary of the Institute of International Law. 
I perceive your participation as an endorsement and encouragement of the Insti-
tute's activities, for which I am grateful. Special thanks go to those of you who 
will address us in the course of this celebration, to the govemment of the State 
of Schleswig-Holstein for having supported the celebration of our anniversary 
and the following symposium and to the members of the newly established 
Advisory Board for their readiness to make their professional experience available 
to the Institute. 

The fact that the Institute of International Law Iooks back at a seventy-five 
year period of activities allows for the casting of a retrospective glance just as 
it provides the opportunity for a prospective view upon the activities in the future. 

The Institute was founded at the brink ofthe First World War. It is questionable 
whether this was a mere coincidence or whether the establishment of the Institute 
was already guided by the feeling that international relations needed a legal 
framework rather than leaving its development open for the free run of interests. 
Theodor Niemeyer, the founderofthe Institute, suggested this idea- undoubtedly 
under the impression of the First W orld War - when he described the functions 
of the Institute in 1916. The First World War, the events which led to the Second 
World War and the Second World War proved him right. These events, however, 
have initiated substantive changes in internationallaw, too. The number of actors 
shaping international relations has changed through the creation of new States 
and the foundation of international organizations. Equally the realm of internation-
al law has broadened. Apart from the preservation of peace, the protection of 
the environment, the use of the international commons, the communications 
among States and the economic interdependence of the States have become the 
major concern of international law. These problems represent a handful of the 
new challenges to the international community. They require a close co-operation 

• Prof. Dr. Rüdiger Wolfrum, Director of the Institute of International Law at the 
University of Kiel. 
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among States which again results in a curtailment of the individual State freedoms 
with a view of satisfying the interests and needs of the community of States as 
a whole or at least their interests of neighboring States. 

The Institute of International Law has dealt in the past with those problems 
just mentioned and will be confronted with them in the future. 

Consequently, its activities focus on the problems ofthe preservation ofpeace, 
the international protection of the environment, the international telecommunica-
tion, the protection of human rights, the law of the sea and of the United Nations. 
One example to this extent is the symposium which will begin this afternoon. 
lt deals with the question of whether the further preservation of peace, the 
protection of human rights, economic co-operation and the progressive develop-
ment of human rights can best be pursued on a universal or a regional Ievel; the 
question can be put differently, namely whether the integration of States pursued 
by the United Nations on a universal Ievel has reached its Iimitation. 

The dealing with the questions mentioned made it necessary for the Institute, 
too, to alter its methods of work. lt is essential for the Institute to come into and 
to remain in contact with foreign internationallaw experts. Thus, we are indebted 
to the University for having concluded various partnership agreements which 
allow the possibility of scholar exchange programs. Furthermore, it is necessary 
to maintain close ties with practitioners. The newly established Advisory Board 
combines both practical and scientific experience. Finally, it is mandatory to 
seek and to uphold a close Co-operation with other disciplines, a policy which 
is continuously pursued by the Institute with a view toward the future. 

lt is a basic premise of the Institute to maintain enough flexibility so as to be 
in a position to respond to new developments. This is the key to its future success. 
I hope, that a sufficient foundation has been laid in this respect, so that in 25 
years time, the Institute may suitably celebrate its one-hundredth anniversary. 



Begrüßungsansprache 

Jost Delbtiick• 

Your Excellency, Herr Minister, hochverehrte Festversammlung, 

Ich darf einen Moment ausschließlich in die Rolle des Rektors der Christiana 
Albertina schlüpfen und bitte, mir nachzusehen, daß ich ein an sich nach bürgerli-
chem Recht unzulässiges "Insichgeschäft" vollziehe. Ich gratuliere dem Institut 
für Internationales Recht sehr herzlich zu seinem 75. Geburtstag im Namen der 
Universität, von Rektorat und Senat. Mit dieser Gratulation verbinde ich einen 
ganz herzlichen Dank für die in den vielen Jahren der Existenz dieses Instituts 
geleistete Arbeit, das nun mit seinen 75 Jahren fast ein Viertel der Existenzzeit 
unserer Universität mitbegleitet hat bzw. Teil des Ganzen gewesen ist. Wir 
denken in dieser Stunde mit Dankbarkeit an jene großen Gelehrten, die dieses 
Institut vor und nach dem 2. Weltkrieg geprägt haben: an' Theodor Niemeyer als 
Gtiinder und Watther Schücking als engagierten Kämpfer für eine internationale 
Friedensordnung, die diesen Namen verdient, d. h. eine Friedensordnung unter 
dem Recht; denn Friedensordnung ist - was heute oft vergessen wird - nicht 
nur politische Ordnung, sondern eben auch rechtlich geregelte Ordnung! Aber 
wir denken auch an jene, die nach der schweren Zeit zwischen 1933 und 1945, 
in der das Institut eher Objekt - um nicht zu sagen sogar "Opfer" - des 
Regimes gewesen ist, die damals drohende Auflösung des Instituts abgewendet 
und schon vor dem Ende des Krieges und des Regimes vorausschauend das 
Institut in seiner Substanz gerettet haben. Hier denke ich vor allen Dingen an 
Hermann von Mangoldt, der unter schwersten Bedingungen das von der Verlage-
rung und Zerschlagung bedrohte Institut hier in Kiel gehalten hat und seine 
Bibliotheksbestände durch eine kluge Auslagerungspolitik gerettet hat. Aber auch 
an Eberhard Menzel, der mit einer unnachahmlichen Handschrift und einem 
großen Ideenreichtum nicht nur Generationen von jungen Völkerrechtlern für 
sein Fach begeistert hat, sondern auch das Ansehen dieses Instituts weit über 
unsere Landesgrenzen hinausgetragen hat. Der Dank gilt aber auch - und das 
sei mir verziehen, wenn ich dies hier sage - dem derzeitigen geschäftsführenden 
Direktor, der dieses Erbe mitgemehrt und getragen hat, insbesoftdere in den 
letzten Jahren, wo ich ihm allenfalls abends gelegentlich zu einem Gespräch zur 
Verfügung stand, der die ganze Last der Gestaltung des Instituts und auch der 
Vorbereitung dieses schönen Festaktes und des Symposiums getragen hat. 

• Prof. Dr. lost Delbrück, Rektor der Christian-Albrechts-Universität zu Kiel und 
Direktor des Instituts für Internationales Recht an der Universität Kiel. 
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